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GREGG SHORTHAND 

"Work, without Hope, draws nectar in a sieve, 
And Hope, without an object, cannot live." 

Samuel Taylor Coleridge 



THE RALEIGH RAINBOWS 

A story of a group of young people living in Raleigh Ridge, where 
they have just completed a course in high school, and are preparing for 
a business life. 

The principal characters in this story of school life are : 

Deacon Tenney, a prominent business man in the village. 

Natalie and Henry Gray, children of a leading physician. 

Helena Reed, a cousin of the Grays, with whom she makes her 
home. 

High-spirited Nan Hill, the niece of Deacon Tenney, and a loyal 
friend of Amy Decker, the youngest of the circle of friends. 

Dick Keene, an orphan boy of fine principles, who lives with an 
aunt. 

Dean Ellery and Clay Emmet, his chum, the one coming from 
a large family in limited circumstances, while the other is the only 
child of a wealthy lawyer. 



INTRODUCING EIGHT FRIENDS 

"Good afternoon, Mr. Noah. Please may I come in out of the 
flood?" 

The speaker, a tall girl, bright-eyed and rosy from her encounter 
with wind and rain, handed her dripping umbrella to Henry Gray and 
paused for a minute, to get her breath, upon the hospitable porch of 
the Gray homestead at Raleigh Ridge. 

Natalie Gray, standing behind her brother in the doorway, made 
haste to welcome the newcomer. 

"I'm so glad you came, Nan," she said. "The others are all here 
with their books, and we have so much to talk about." 

Nan nodded her rain-tipped curls as she removed her hat. "Our 
first day at school!" she exclaimed, stepping into the hall. 

"Our first day at a commercial school, or college, you mean," came 
a quick boyish voice from within the house, but loud enough to be 
plainly heard. "You sound like our first day at kindergarten!" 

Natalie laughed at this, and opened the sitting-room door, whence 
came the voice, while Nan piled hat and coat upon the waiting 
Henry. Then the two girls entered the room, to join in the lively 
conversation already taking place among the five young people who 
awaited them. 

"I forgot your great age, Dick," said Nan, when the hubbub of 
greeting had somewhat subsided. She addressed a broad-shouldered lad 
who was prowling up and down the room as though too full of energy 
to seat himself. 

The others were lounging or perched about in great contentment. 
A small fire on the open hearth added to the home-like quality of the 
big room, although the open windows were comfortable, too, if one 
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did not mind the sound of the rain beating down upon a piazza roof 
which acted as shelter. 

"It's a good thing the wind isn't this way," observed Dick, the 
weather-wise, with a somewhat quizzical smile for Nan instead of an 
answer, Dick Keene's smile, showing the fine teeth which were his 
one claim to good looks, often atoned for his decided way of speaking. 

"Talking of ages," ventured a graceful, well-groomed young 
woman who sat alone in the broad window-seat, "I'm the oldest one 
here, and I feel about six, when I think of all those queer signs and 
symbols which represent our first lesson in shorthand." 

Helena Reed was a cousin of the Grays, and lived with them. 
Her unfailing tact and good humor made her popular with all, as well 
as useful on certain occasions, for, although brunette Nan and the 
sandy -haired Richard could not be said to quarrel, they were both 
voung persons of positive opinions, both inclined to be critical, and 
they both objected very much to being criticized. 

"I shall never be able to read shorthand, I don't know the first 
word, and what would I do with a notebook full of them ?" demanded 
a chubby youth who occupied one arm of a chair, 

"Poor Dean! You will only have to read one outline at a time, 
if you do have a whole book of them," said Nan, consolingly, while 
Clay Emmett, who was Dean's mate and pal, commented, 

"Dean is like the Irishman who slept on a featherbed with all the 
stuffing gone but one feather, and he said if one feather was so hard, 
what would a whole bedful be?" 

There was a laugh at this. Dean Ellery and Clay Emmett could 
always be counted upon to furnish amusement for themselves or their 
companions. The former, one of a large family who always seemed 
to regard life as a happy adventure, in spite of cramped quarters and a 
general out-at-the-elbows existence, was no more mischievous or happy- 
go-lucky than the well-dressed Clay, only son of a famous and wealthy 
lawyer. What was going on, in reality, behind the long-lashed hazel 
eyes which gave Clay such a distinguished look, or the honest, round 
blue orbs of the other, was as yet undiscovered by their teachers or 
associates. 
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Natalie smiled at their nonsense, as she always did, and her face 
lighted still more as she looked up at her tall brother, just reentering 
the room, A brown- haired, gray-eyed pair were the oldest son and 
daughter of Dr. Gray; there was nothing extraordinary in their looks 
or characters at first glance, except a certain poise and ease of bearing 
which came from the unconscious training of their home life, with 
father and mother always slow to interfere, but ready to counsel. 

The last member of the octette, who had played and studied to- 
gether since childhood, was Amy Decker, and in all the talk of new 
lessons and experiences she had said not a word. just like Amy, the 
prettiest of the girls, but the least self-assertive. Nan loved her, but 
often wanted to "shake her down and wake her up," she said. 

It was Nan Hill's little fault that she liked to plan for others; she 
loved to study them, too, and while the familiar talk was going on she 
could take her part and still think idly of the rhymes she had written 
in June, as poet and prophet of her class, and wonder if by any chance 
her jesting words might prove true for any of this small group. 

Queerly enough, Clay spoke suddenly of that very thing, inter- 
rupting a good-humored argument between Henry and Dick. 

"I vote we ask Nan to read her Class Prophecy once more," said 
Clay, "the part about us eight from the Ridge. I think she promised 
Dean and me that we'd keep out of jail — ^it would be a relief to be sure 
of that !~but it seems to me she let the rest of you off too easy. How 
does it go, Nan? Didn't you dispense castles and fortunes quite freely ? " 

"There's a copy here," said Natalie. "Henry is the only one of 
us all who can operate a typewriter, and he made an extra copy oi our 
part, from Nan's dictation, the day she made them up. Here you are, 
Nan, read them to us." 

r T'll relieve Clay's mind first, then," said Nan, reading: 

Dean and Clay are a pair of knaves, 

Associates in some very close shaves! 

They will keep out of jail, for by some means or other, 

Each is always an alibi for his brother. 
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"Of course I know you are not brothers — only brothers in iniquity," 
she ended. 

Natalie Gray's first assistant to her mother, 

She's her father's daughter, and the sister of her brother, 

She's such a family girl, you see, 

That the Queen of her Home she'll some time be! 

"You've done better with the relationship there," said Clay criti- 
cally. "To be sure, it wasn't hard. Let's have Dick's." 

Dick Keene is ambitious, as all may see, 

From the School of Hard Knocks he'll get his degree. 

If he keeps right on, and his luck is fair, 

He'll surely end as a millionaire. 

"Thanks," said Dick. "The part about the hard knocks is bound 
to come true, at least!" 

"Now for Helena and Amy," Nan went on. "I didn't mean to 
make fun of your ambitions, Nell — and you know, Amy, it's a theory 
of mine that you are one of those people who think a great deal more 
than they talk, and think to some purpose, too." 

Duchess Nell's going to write, and have a career, 7 

But she'll find and marry her Duke, some year, 
She'll be very much loved, throughout her long reign. 
Where is her castle? — Why, in Spain! 

Amy Decker's a big surprise, 
She's no baby doll, though she has blue eyes; 
Though her hair is fluffy, her brains don't flap— 
And she's going to travel all over the map! 

"And don't forget Henry's, I thought it was best of all," said his 
loyal sister. So Nan read : 

Henry Gray is a bright young lad, 

A worthy son of his splendid dad, 

Though he knows quite a lot, he is full of fun, 

He's a Raleigh Ridge Specimen, Class Ai. 
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"I'm willing to believe that you meant well, Nan," said Henry, 
refusing to be nattered, "but of course there are specimens of all sorts 
of things! What did you invent for yourself? " 

The author of these friendly rhymes, 
Is going to have some awful times ! 
Keeping Old Maid's Hall is her unkind fate, 
At the ripe old age of twenty-eight! 

Read Nan, adding soberly, "what do you suppose we'll all be when 
we're as old as that?" 

"As ignorant of the first principles of shorthand as we are this 
minute, if we don't begin to study," answered Henry. "I thought we 
were going to read over today's lesson. Get your notebook out, and — 

"Let's go! " 
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